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by their apostasy, had justly incurred. This sight had a happy influence
on several, strengthened them in their profession, and defeated all the
attempts the devil could make on their constancy and courage. After this,
a great variety of torments was allotted to the martyrs; and thus they offered
to the eternal Father a sort of chaplet, or crown, composed of every kind
of flowers of different colours; for it was fit that these courageous champions,
who gained such glorious victories in so great a variety of engagements,
should receive the crown of immortality. A day was set when the public
was to be entertained at the expense of their lives, and Maturus, Sanctus,
Blandina, and Attalus were brought out in order to be thrown to the
beasts for the barbarous diversion of the heathens. Maturus and Sanctus,
being conducted into the amphitheatre, were made to pass through the
same torments as if they had not before felt the force of them, and looked
like champions who had worsted the adversary several times and were
just entering on the last trial of their skill and courage. Again they felt
the scourges and were dragged about by the beasts as before; and, in a
word, they suffered every torment the incensed multitude were pleased to
call for; who all joined at last in requiring they should be put into the
red-hot iron chair, which was granted; nor did the noisome smell of their
roasted flesh, offensive as it was, any way abate, but seemed rather to
enhance, their rage. They could extort nothing more from Sanctus than
his former confession: and he and Maturus, after a long struggle, had
their throats cut; and this their victory was the only entertainment that day.

Blandina was fastened to a post to be devoured by beasts: as her arms
were stretched out in the ardour of her prayer, that very posture put the
faithful in mind of the sufferings of him who was crucified for their
salvation, gave them fresh courage, and assured them that whoever suffers
for Jesus Christ shall partake of the glory of the living God, After she
had remained thus exposed for some time and none of the beasts could be
provoked to touch her, she was untied, carried back to prison, and reserved
for another combat, in which she was to gain a complete victory over
her malicious adversary, the devil (whom she had already foiled and dis-
comfited on several occasions), and to animate the brethren to the battle
by her example. Accordingly, though she was a poor, weak, inconsiderable
slave, yet by putting on Christ she became an overmatch for all the art
and malice of her enemy and, by a glorious conflict, attained to the crown
of immortality.

Attalus was called for next, as a noted person, and the people were
very loud in their demands to see him suffer; who, being one that had
always borne a glorious character among us for his excellent life and
courage in asserting the truth, boldly entered the field of battle. He was
led round the amphitheatre, and this inscription in I^atin carried before
him: " This is Attalus, the Christian." The whole company was ready